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AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY OF
MARINES IN THE CIVIL WAR

Compiled by

Michael O' Quinlivan

and

Rowland P0 Gill

Introduction

The list which follows consists basically of published
materials, both primary and secondary, dealing specifically
with the Marines of both sides in the Civil War. For con-
textual reference, however, a number of general works have
been included as well. The annotation "notes" indicates that
the publication is documented as to research sources; "bibliog."
indicates that a bibliography of research materials is appended.

General

Robert B. Aspre>'. "The Assault on Fort Fisher" Marine
Corps Gazette, y. 49, no. 11 (Nov 1965), pp. 30-31.

An account of the Christmas Day 1864 joint
Federal Army, Navy, and Marine Corps amphibious
assault on a major Confederate stronghold on the
North Carolina coast. Here, as in some of the
landings of other wars to come, pre-assault
bombardment and the coordination of the landing
forces was a definite problem.

Ralph W. Donnelly. "A Confederate Navy forlorn hope."
Military Affairs, y. 28, no. 2 (Summer, 1964),
pp. 73-78.

An account of one of the last Confederate
attempts to clear the James river of Federal
control using a task force of CSA, CSN, and CSMC
personnel under the direction of Lt Read, CSN.
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James Warren Gould. "The Civil War in the Far East:
(îj S. Civil War in Asiatic waters)." U. S. Naval
Institute Proceedings, y. 88, no. 9 (Sep 1962),
pp. 160-163.

Charles T. Harbeck. A Contribution to the Bibliography
of the History of the United States Navy. Cambridge,
Mass.: The Riverside Press, 1906. pp. 40-55.

List of publications pertaining to naval aspects
of the Civil War.

Comino Dudley W. Knox, USN. A History of the United States
Navy. Rev, ed. New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1948.

pp. 191-316. illus., maps. bibliog.

General account of naval operations during the
Civil War.

Bernard Nalty. "Blue and Gray." Leatherneck, y. 43, no.
11 (Nov 1960), pp. 54-57. illus., ports.

Operations in which both Union and Confederate
Marines took part: New Orleans, Apr 1862: Virginia-
Cumberland, Mar 1862; Drewry's Bluff, May 1862;
Alabama-Ariel, Nov 1862; Alabama-Kearsarge, Jun 1864;
Mobile Bay, Aug 1864; and Fort Fisher, Dec 1864-
Jan 1865.

Robert Wilden Neeser. Statistical and Chronological
History of the United States Navy, 1775-1907. 2 vols.
New York: The Macmillan Company, 1909. y. 1,
pp. 45-49, 123-128; y. 2, pp. 74-249, 318-459. notes.

Bibliography of official documents and secondary
sources pertaining to the whole complex of naval
operations in the Civil War and a detailed chronology
of Civil War naval actions.

U. S. Naval History Division. Civil War Chronology, 1861-
1865. Washington: U. S. Govt. Print. 0ff., 1961-
iv. 41; iv, 117; iv, 169 pp. illus.

Chronological entries pertaining to naval aspects
of the war; parts covering the period 1861-1863 published
as of 1963.
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U. S. Navy Department. Official Records of the Union and

Confederate Navies in the War of the Rebellion.
31 vols. Washington: U. S. Government Printing
Office, 1894-1927. illus., maps.

Documents pertaining to naval--and related
land--actions of the Civil War.

U. S. Navy Department. Office of the Chief of Naval
Operations. Naval History Division. United States
Naval History, Naval Biography, Naval Strategy and
Tactics; a Selected and Annotated Bibliography.
2d ed. Washington: U. S. Government Printing
Office, 1959. pp. 9-11.

A 1ist of b000ks relating to Civil War naval
operations and personalities.

U. S. War Department. The War of the Rebellion: A
Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and
Confederate Armies in the War of the Rebellion. 130

vols. Washington: U. S. Government Printing Office,
1880-1901, illus., maps.

Documents pertaining to land- -and related
naval--operations during the Civil War.

United States Marines

M. Almy Aldrich. History of the United States Marine
Corps. Boston: Henry L. Shepherd and Company,
1875. pp. 129-191.

General account of U. S. Marines in the Civil
War.

W. F. Beyer and O. F. Keydel, eds. Deeds of Valor from
Records in the Archives of the United States
Government... 2 vols. Detroit: Perrien-Keydel,
1906. y. 2, pp. 25-30, 84-85. illus.

Extensive quotations from Corp John F. Mackie's
account of the action at Drewry's Bluff, 15 May 1862,
and a short statement of Sgt Richard Binder concerning
the Marines at Fort Fisher, 15 Jan 1865.
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Jane Blakeney. Heroes, U. S. Marine Corps, 1861-1955....
Washington: Blakeney Publishers, 1957. pp. 5-6.

List of Marine Medal of Honor winners in the
Civil War with briefs of heroism for which the
medals were awarded.

Amos Burton. A Journal of the Cruise of the U. S. Ship
Susquehanna during the Years 1860, 1861, 1862 and

- 1863. New York: Printed by Edward 0. Jenkins, 1863.

177 pp.

A Marine private's chronological record of
service aboard the Susquehanna from her commissioning,
17 Aug 1860, until 5 May 1863; includes an undated
roster of the ship's personnel.

16. Sgt John F. Cassidy, USMC.
War; Squadron Marines
Marine Corps Gazette,

pp. 290-297.

"Field Service in the Civil
in Combined Operations."
y. 1, no. 3 (Sep 1916),

Contains a report of operations by lstLt George
G. Stoddard, USMC, commander of the Marine battalion
in the Broad River expedition, Nov 1864 - Jan 1865.

.Maj Richard S. Collum, USMC. History of the United States
Marine Corps. New York: L. R. Hamersly Co., 1903.

pp. 113-194.

General account of U. S. Marine activities in
the war, interspersed with the texts of official
orders and reports.

Capt Richard S. Collum. Services f the Marines During
the Civil War. Philadelphia: L. R. Hamersly & Co.,
1886. 8 pp.

General account. Probably the first publication
of the error regarding Marines on the Star of the West.

John P. Fredd. "Civil War Blockade." Recruiters'
Bulletin, y. 2, no. 5 (Mar 1916), p. 12.

Reminiscence of a former Marine private who
served in the San Jacinto at the time of the "Trent
Affair" and on blockade in the Gulf of Mexico.
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John P. Fredd. "Life on the Blockade." Recruiters'
Bulletin, y. 2, no. 1 (Nov 1915), pp. 1-2. port.

Reminiscence by a former Marine private of his
service in the USS San Jacinto in the Gulf of Mexico,
1864. (A biographical sketch of Fredd by Corp
Martin A. McGrory, USMC, is printed ibid., on pp. 2-3).
Also published in Marines Magazine, y. 1, no. 1
(Dec 1915), pp. 9-11.

John P. Fredd. "More about the Uniform of 1859.11
Recruiters' Bulletin, y. 4, no. 3 (Jan 1918), p. 12.

Marine veteran's description of the uniform
he wore during the Civil War.

Lewis R. Ramersly. The Records of Living Officers of the
U. S. Navy and Marine Corps... Philadelphia: J. B.
Lippincott & Co., 1870. pp. 240-256.

Brief military biographies of U. S. Marine
officers who served in the Civil War.

RAdm John D.' Rayes, USN (Ret.). "The Marine Corps in the
American Civil War." Shipmate, y. 23, no. 11 (Nov
1960), pp. 2-4. illus

Emphasizes organizational problems and the
philosophy of employment of the U. S. Marine Corps
and other amphibious forces in the Civil War.

Col Robert Debs Heinl, Jr., USMC. Soldiers of the Sea:
the United States Marine Corps, 1775-1962.
Annapolis, Md.: U. S. Naval Institute, 1962.
pp. 71-87. illus., maps, flotes.

Brief account of Marine operations in the
Civil War.

Capt Joseph E. King, USA (Ret.). "The Fort Fisher
Campaigns, 1864-1865." U. S. Naval Institute
Proceedings, V. 77, no. 8 (Aug 1951), pp. 842-855.
illus., maps, notes.

General account with emphasis on the operations
of the "naval brigade" composed of Marines and sailors.
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Charles Lee Lewis. "Charles Heywood and the Civil War."

In his Famous American Marines... Boston: L. C.

Page and Co., 1950. pp. 128-148. port.

Biographical sketch of an officer, later
Commandant of the Marine Corps, who had extensive
sea duty during the Civil War.

Richard A. Long. "Send Me Thirty Marines..." Leatherneck,

y. 44, no. 4 (Apr 1961), pp. 16-21, 72; no. 5

(May 1961), pp. 47-53, illus

Chronology of U. S. Marine operations, 5 Jan 1861 -
28 Feb 1865.

Ella Lonn. time Extent and Importance of Federal Naval
Raids on Salt-making in Florida, 1862-1865."
Florida Historical Society Quarterly, y. 10, no. 4

(Jul 1932), pp. 167-184. notes.

Raids involving the use of Marines as
skirmishers, Sep 1862 - Feb 1865.

Francis A. Lord. "Army and Navy Textbooks Used by the
North during the Civil War." Military Collector &
Historian, y. 9, no. 3 (Fall 1957), pp. 61-67; no. 4
(Winter 1957), pp. 95-102. illus., facsims. bibliog.

Discussion and annotated bibliography of
publications, many of which were used by the Marines.
Also printed with some additions, in the author's
They Fought for the Union (Harrisburg, Pa.: The

Stackpole Company, 1960), pp. 39-52.

H. Charles McBarron, Jr. "U. S. Marine Corps LDress

Uniform/, 1859-1875." Military Collector & Historian,

y. 1, no. 4 (Dec 1949), pp. 1-2.

Description of this uniform with indication of
major changes made in it over the 16 years it was in
effect. Accompanies Plate 13, "Military Dress in
America," issued separately.
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H. Charles McBarron, Jr. "U. S. Marine Corps Field
Service, 1859-1868." Military Collector & Historian,
y. 5, no. 2 (Jun 1953), pp. 47-48. illus.

Description of the uniform worn by Marines in
the field during the Civil War. Accompanies Plate
71, "Military Dress in America," issued separately;
a line drawing of the plate accompanies this
description.

Maj Edwin N. McClellan, USMC. "The Capture of Fort
Fisher." Marine Corps Gazette, y. 5, no. 1 (Mar
1920), pp. 59-80. map, notes.

An account emphasizing the operations of the
U. S. Marines, interspersed with quotations from
various official reports.

Maj Edwin N. McClellan, USMC. "The Capture of New Orleans."
Marine Corps Gazette, y. 5, no. 4 (Dec 1920), pp. 360-
369

U. S. Marines in the New Orleans operation,
Apr 1862, with many quotations from contemporary
sources.

34. John F. Mac±kje.
April 21,
the Grand
1889), pp.

"The Destruction of Norfolk Navy Yard,
1861." Home and Country Lincorporating
Army Review!, y. 4, nos. 9-12 (Mar-May
1011-1012; 1041, 1057-1058; 1062-1063.

Brief account of the Marines part in the
abandonment of the Navy Yard.

35. Maj John H. Magruder, III, USMCR. "Sergeant's Sword, a
Symbol Sheathed in Honor." Marine Corps Gazette,
y. 38, no. 11 (Nov 1954), pp. 33-35. illus.

Description of the sword, Model 1850 assigned
to Marine noncommissioned officers since 1875 but
worn by Marine commissioned officers during the
Civil War.
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LtCol John II. Magruder, III, USMCR. "The Wreck of the
Governor." Leatherneck, y. 38, no. 11 (Nov 1955),
pp. 74-77. illus.

The foundering on 2 Nov 1862 of a vessel
carrying a battalion of Marines which was to par-
ticipate in the Port Royal operation.

LtCol Clyde H. Metcalf, USMC. A History of the
United States Marine Corps. New York: G. P.
Putnam's Sons, 1939. pp. 192-222. illus

General account of U. S. Marine activities
during the Civil War.

Marshall C. Miller. "A History of the United States
Marine Corps during the Civil War Period." M. A.
Thesis, Colorado State College of Education,
Greeley, Colo., 1936. 104 pp. notes, bibliog.

General account based upon published sources
and secondary works.

Col William M. Miller, USMC, and Maj John H. Johnstone,
USMC. A Chronology of the United States Marine
Corps. Part IV. American Marines from the Civil
War to the Banana Wars, l860-1903----Marine Corps
Historical Reference Series, No. 27. Washington:
Historical Branch, G-3 Division, Headquarters, U. S.

Marine Corps, 1962. pp. 3-lO. notes, bibliog.

Brief chronological entries on Marine activities
and operations, 1861-1865.

Lynn Montross. The United States Marines; a Pictorial
History. New York: Rinehart & Co., 1959.
pp. 70-75. illus.

Reproduces contemporary photographs and prints
illustrating Marine activity in the Civil War.

Kenneth W. Munden and Henry Putney Beers, comps. Guide
to Federal Archives Relating to the Civil War.
Washington: U. S. Govt. Print. 0ff., 1962. x,

721 pp.
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Contains extensive descriptions of Marine Corps
records of the Civil War era in the custody of the
National Archives and Federal Records Centers.

Bernard Nalty. "An Escort for Lincoln." Leatherneck,
y. 44, no. 2 (Feb 1961), pp. 78-79, 83. port.

Brief account of 2dLt Henry C. Cochrane, USMC,
in the Honor Guard for the President at Gettysburg,
Jul 1863, with commentary on Cochrane's personality
and later career.

Frederick Tomlinson Peet. Personal Experiences in the
Civil War. New York: Privately Printed, 1905.

pp. 74-107. port.

Memoirs of a Marine lieutenant who served with
the battalion assigned to the Charleston operation,
1863, and later aboard the Niagara in European
waters, 1864-1865. Includes the texts of some
private letters affording brief glimpses of Marine
life. A volume entitled Civil War Letters and
Documents of Frederick Tomlinson Peet (Newport,
R. I., 1917), a copy of which is in the Columbia
University Library, has not been available to the
compilers of this bibliography.

LtCol Philip N. Pierce, USMC, and LtCol Frank 0. Hough,
USMCR. The Compact History of the United States
Marine Corps. New York: Hawthorne Books, Inc.,
1960. pp. 112-130. illus.

General account of the U. S. Marines in the
Civil War.

45. Col Robert H. Rankin, USMC
a Pictorial History.
Institute, 1962. pp.
bibliog.

9

Uniforms of the Sea Services:
Annapolis, Md.: U. S. Naval
146-159. illus. (part col.).

Description of uniforms worn by U. S. Marines
during the Civil War.

46. Frank H. Rentfrow. "An incident at Fort Fisher."
Leatherneck, y. 21, no. 11 (Nov 1938), pp. 10-11.
il lus.



49. Maj Edward H. Simmons, USMC
Fisher." Marine Corps
(Jan 1951), pp. 52-59;
illus., maps.

"The Federals and Fort
Gazette, y. 35, no. 1
no. 2 (Feb 1951), pp. 46-53.

General account covering the Marine actions of
24-25 Dec 1864 and 13-15 Jan 1865.

50. "Soldiers of the Sea in Civil War Times." Marines
Magazine, y. 1, no. 4 (Apr 1916), pp. 12-14.

The report of Maj John G. Reynolds concerning
the Marine battalion aboard the Governor which
foundered on 2 Nov 1862.

U. S. Congress. Joint Committee on the Conduct of the
War. Report...in Three Parts.---37 Cong., 2 Sess.,
Sen. Rep. 108. 3 vols. Washington: Govt. Print.
0ff., 1863. y. 2, pp. 142-246.

Contains the testimony of a number of par-
ticipants and eyewitnesses bearing on the Marines
at Bull Run, 21 Jul 1861.

U. S. Congress. Senate. Report of the Select Committee
Appointed to Inquire into the Circumstances Attending
the Surrender of the Navy Yard at Pensacola, and the
Destruction of the Property of the United States at
the Navy Yard at Norfolk, and at the Armory at
Harper's Ferry.---37 Cong., 2 Sess., Sen. Rep. 37
(Serial 1125). Washington, 1862. 250 pp.

10

An account of Pvt Henry Wasmuth's heroism in
saving the life of Ensign Robley D. Evans during
the Battle of Fort Fisher, 15 Jan 1865.

47. Frank H. Rentfrow. "On to Richmond." Leatherneck, y. 22,
no. 1 (Jan 1939), pp. 10-11, 52. illus.

The story of the Marine heroes of the USS Galena
4

in the Battle of Drewry's Bluff, 13 May 1862.

48 Frank H. Rentfrow. "We Fight Our Country's Battles."
Leatherneck, y. 13, no. 2 (Feb 1930), pp. 4-5. illus.

A brief description of the two assaults on
Fort Fisher.



Contains the testimony of several Marine officers
and enlisted men who were present at Pensacola and
Norfolk.

U. S. Marine Corps. Regulations for the Uniform and
Dress of the Marine Corps of the United States,
1859. Philadelphia: Charles De Silver, 1859.
9 Pp., 15 plates. illus. (part col.)

Official description and specifications for the
Marine uniform of the Civil War ere, accompanied by
color illustrations and line drawings of uniforms
and personal equipment.

The United States Marines in the Civil War-- -Marine Corps
Historical Reference Series, No. 2. Rev. Washington:
Historical Branch, G-3 Division, Headquarters U. S.
Marine Corps, 1960. 19 pp. notes.

General account based on published sources.

U. S. Navy Department. Report of the Secretary of the
Navy. Washington: U. S. Government Printing Office,
1861-1865.

Official reports pertaining to naval operations
during the war.

U. S. Navy Department. Register of the Commissioned and
Warrant Officers of the Navy of the United States,
Including Officers of the Marine Corps and Others.
Washington: U. S. Government Printing Office,
1861-1865.

Useful biographical data on Marine officers.

U. S. War Department. Report of the Secretary of War.
Washington: U. S. Government Printing Office,
1861-1865.

Official reports of Army operations, many of
which involved Marines.
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Confederate States Marines

Rolfe Boswell. "Leathernecks in Dixie Cray." Shipmate,
y. 10, no. 6 (Jun 1947), pp. 12, 29-30.

A general account of the CSM, it adds little to
earlier or later general accounts.

Capt Henry C. Cochrane, USMC. "Marine Corps of the
- Confederate States." In A Naval Encyclopaedia.

Philadelphia: L. R. Hamersly & Co., 1881.

pp. 475-476.

Brief general account.

"Confederate Commandos." Marine Corps Gazette, y. 30,
no. 12 (Dec 1946), cover IV.

Boarding of USS Underwriter at New Bern,
North Carolina, by Confederate Marines, 2 Feb 1864.

Ralph W. Donnelly. "Battle Honors and Services of
Confederate Marines.t' Military Affairs, y. 23,
no. i (Spring 1959), pp. 37-40. notes.

Lists the actions in which
Marines took part, 9 Jul 1861 -
ships on which they served.

62. Ralph W. Donnelly. "The Confederate
Bluff," Virginia Cavalcade, y.
1966), pp. 42-47.

12

the Confederate
9 Apr 1865, and the

Marines at Drewey's
16, no. 2 (Autumn

A scholarly account of Confederate Marine
operational and training activities in the vicinity
of their principal Virginia base.

63. Ralph W. Donnelly. "Uniforms and Equipment of Confederate
Marines." Military Collector & Historian, y. 9,
no. i (Spring 1957), pp. 1-7. illus., ports. notes.

Description of dress and weapons based upon
extensive research in primary source material.



T. S. Dukeshire. "The Confederate Marine Corps."
Weekly Philatelic Gossip, y. 62, no. 7 (14 Apr 1956),

pp. 222-225.

General account based on secondary sources.

T. S. Dukeshire. "Found - A Confederate Marine Corps
Cover!" Confederate Philatelist, y. 7, no. 5
(May 1962), Whole No. 71, pp. 45-46, 48.

A description of the first known example of
postal markings on a letter originating from a
member of the CSMC.

James Charles Gasser. "Confederate Marines in the Civil
War." M. A. Thesis, Alabama Polytechnic Institute,
Auburn, Ala., 1956. 128 pp. maps, notes, bibliog.

A scholarly survey based primarily on materials
contained in the Official Records.

Richard Harwell (ed). A Confederate Marine: A Sketch of
Henry Lea Graves with excerpts from the Graves
Family Correspondence, y. 24 of the Confederate
Centennial Studies. Tuscaloosa: Confederate
Publishing Co., Inc. 1963.

The wartime letters of an officer of Georgia
troops and of the CSMC. Lt Graves served in the CSS
Savannah and on the Savannah station of the CSN.
This is the only published collection of the three
known groups of letters from CSMC officers.

Maj Patrick Laughlin, USMC. "Rebel Marines." Marine
Corps Gazette, y. 37, no. li (Nov 1953), pp. 52-55.
il lu s

General account with emphasis on the actions
at Drevry's Bluff, Virginia.

Mrs. Charles Lee Lewis. "The Marines of the Confederate
States of America." United Daughters of the
Confederacy Magazine, y. 7, no. 1 )Jan 1944),
pp. 14-15.

A general account, this brief story has largely
been superseded by later research.
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Capt Lewis Meyers, USMC. "Greyclad Marines." Marine
Corps Gazette, y. 31, no. 3 (Mar 1947), pp. 26-29.

General account containing some statistics and
excerpts from contemporary documents.

Frank H. Ramsey. "Confederate Marines." Leatherneck,
y. 38, no. 11 (Nov 1955), pp. 38-39. illus.

Contains some material on the organization of
the Confederate States Marine Corps and tells of a
near clash between Confederate and Federal Marines at
Port Royal. The implication that the two corps never
met in battle is erroneous (see no. 3 above).

H. G. Russell. "Devil Dogs of Dixie." Adventure (Dec 1942),

pp. 65-71, also see pages, 6, 8, and 118.

A popular account now largely superseded by
later accounts.

J. Thomas Scharf. History of the Confederate States Navy
from Its Organization to the Surrender of Its Last
Vessel. New York: Rogers and Sherwood, 1887. x,

824 pp. illus. ports., maps.

Contains many references to the Confederate
Marines.

U. S. Navy Department. Office of Naval Records and Library.
Register of Officers of the Confederate States Navy,
1861-1865. Washington: U. S. Government Printing
Office, 1931. 220 pp.

Contains biographical data on Confederate Marine
officers.

Maj G. W. Van loose, USMC. "The Confederate States
Marine Corps." Marine Corps Gazette, y. 13, no. 3
(Sep 1928), pp. 166-177.

A compilation of factual data on personnel and
conditions of service with brief accounts of combat
operations.
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Robert 11._Walker. "Marines in Gray: The Forgotten Service
of Lth/ Confederacy." Civil War Times, y. 2, no. 5
(Aug 1960), pp. 16-17.

A popular account written for the Civil War buff,
this article contains little new material.

Lee A. Wallace, Jr. "Lieutenant Francis Hawkes Cameron
Confederate States Marine Corps." Military Collector
& Historian, y. 6, no. 3 (Sep 1954), p. 79. port.

notes.

Discussion of "carte de visite" portrait of
Cameron in a uniform presumed to be that of the
Confederate Narines.

LtCol H. W. Williams, Jr., USAR (Ret.). "A Confederate
Marine Corps Button?" Military Collector &
Historian, y. 8, no. 3 (Fall 1956), p. 81. illus.

A Confederate button bearing the letter "M"
in the possession of the author.
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